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News release, April 26, 2022 

SAMS joins the ‘Seaweed Revolu<on’ as it opens new training centre 

The emerging UK seaweed farming industry takes a huge step forward today (Tuesday) as the Seaweed Academy at 
the Sco=sh Associa>on for Marine Science (SAMS) in Oban is officially opened. 

The Seaweed Academy is the UK’s first dedicated seaweed industry facility, using the research knowledge generated 
at SAMS to offer advice to start-ups, train workers and share the latest research to help businesses develop. The 
£407,000 funding for the project has come from the UK Government’s Community Renewal Fund. 

As a precursor to the launch event, 200 primary school children visited SAMS on Monday, April 25 to learn more 
about seaweed, its uses and its poten>al. Other invited guests had the chance to visit the SAMS seaweed farm and 
the seaweed nursery, where seed stock is grown and ready to be deployed on seaweed farms. 

Today’s official opening includes a panel session and a host of speakers including Vincent Doumeizel of Lloyd’s 
Register Founda>on and United Na>ons Global Compact; Laurence Rockey, Director of the UK Government’s 
Scotland Office; Prof Todd Walker, Principal and Vice-Chancellor of University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI); and 
Diana Murray, Chair of the SAMS Board. 

Globally, the seaweed farming industry has been growing exponen>ally and is es>mated to be worth around 
$15billion per annum. However, the vast majority of this ac>vity is in Asia and there is huge growth poten>al in 
Europe, with a growing demand for seaweed from gourmet restaurants to livestock feeds. 

Already used extensively in food ingredients, agriculture, cosme>cs and pharmaceu>cals, seaweed farming has a low 
carbon footprint, using no fresh water and with minimal land-based infrastructure. 

Mr Doumeizel said: “12,000 years ago, human beings moved out of prehistory when they began cul>va>ng plants on 
land. Today, our growing popula>on and pressing ecological concerns lead us to look once more at this forgofen 
ocean treasure.  

“Educa>on is absolutely cri>cal here as we collec>vely need to learn from this past experience in the ocean to build a 
sustainable future on land. A Seaweed Academy to train future seaweed pioneers is the best to reconnect altogether 
with sea vegetables. It may well be a new revolu>on for our civiliza>on, a Seaweed Revolu>on!” 

The Seaweed Academy will be operated by SAMS, in partnership with SAMS Enterprise and UHI Argyll, a fellow 
academic partner within UHI, and will deliver immediate economic benefit to Argyll and Bute. It also aims to 
s>mulate the growth of UK seaweed aquaculture, exploring high-value markets, and using the latest research to 
increase the compe>>veness of UK products globally. 

SAMS will also promote seaweed produc>on as a means of bioremedia>on, including the resul>ng carbon 
sequestra>on, therefore mi>ga>ng the impacts of climate change. 

SAMS Director Prof Nick Owens said: “Using our own seaweed farms and the most up to date research, we have 
been laying founda>ons for a thriving UK seaweed farming industry. We are excited to officially open the Seaweed 
Academy and demonstrate how we can provide a centre for training, educa>on and business development. 

“SAMS works interna>onally on seaweed research and we are well placed to deliver the most up-to-date advice for 
start-ups and exis>ng farmers who wish to develop their business. Seaweed farming is an industry that can support 
coastal communi>es, like the ones we have across the Highlands and Islands, while showing others an example of the 
best of the blue economy.” 
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To help fully embed the new industry at a community level, SAMS’ Ocean Explorer Centre (OEC) will develop STEM 
educa>onal outreach materials to raise awareness of seaweed farming, climate change and the importance of net 
zero, from primary storytelling to workshops for Higher/A-level curricula, ensuring a holis>c approach from primary 
to PhD level and beyond.  ENDS 
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An aerial view of harvest >me at SAMS’ seaweed farm 

SAMS is working on seaweed research at interna>onal level 
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Laurence Rockey, Director of the UK Government’s Scotland Office and Seaweed Academy co-ordinator Rhianna Rees 
officially open the Seaweed Academy at SAMS 

Video 

Footage of the SAMS seaweed farm from the air and underwater is available on request.  

Notes to Editors 

• The Sco=sh Associa>on for Marine Science (SAMS UHI), based at Dunstaffnage, near Oban, is Scotland’s 
largest and oldest independent marine science organisa>on, dedicated to delivering marine science for a 
healthy and sustainable marine environment through research, educa>on and engagement with society. It is 
a charitable organisa>on (009206) and an academic partner within the University of the Highlands and 
Islands. 

• More informa>on on the Seaweed Academy: hfps://www.seaweedacademy.co.uk/  

• The UK Government Community Renewal Fund pilots new programmes that invest in people, boost skills and 
support local business – to build more communi>es that people are proud to call home. The £200 million 
Fund is suppor>ng almost 500 projects in towns, villages and coastal communi>es across the whole United 
Kingdom to ensure that no place is ler behind as the UK Government delivers on its commitment to level up 
the country. 

https://www.seaweedacademy.co.uk/

