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History 

• Initiative  of UNESCO, CIOMS and IUBS 
 
• Created 1956: International Committee on Laboratory Animals 
 
• Collaboration with WHO since 1961 
 
• Since 1979: International Council for Laboratory Animal Science 
 
• In 2014: membership in 42 countries across the Globe 

www.iclas.org 



Membership 

Countries, to be represented by a person appointed by an 
appropriate national body, concerned with the direction and 
encouragement of scientific research, within the scope of 
interest of ICLAS, and which are recognized as such by the 
Governing Board.  Eligible for Governing Board 

National Members 
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Membership 

Laboratory animal science associations, scientific 
societies/scientific unions and other acceptable organizations 
which contribute to the work of ICLAS and which are recognized 
as such by the Governing Board. Eligible for Governing Board 

Scientific/Union Members 

www.iclas.org 



Membership 

Universities, research institutes, or other non-commercial 
organizations that support the aims of ICLAS and are recognized 
as such by the Governing Board. Eligible for Governing Board 

Institutional Members 

www.iclas.org 



Membership 

Organizations in sympathy with the aims of ICLAS, which may be 
admitted to Associate Membership on payment of such annual 
dues and continue their membership on such conditions as the 
Governing Board may from time to time prescribe.  

Associate Members 
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Membership 

Organizations with which ICLAS has reciprocal relationship (i.e 
AFLAS).  

Affiliate Members 

www.iclas.org 



Aims 
• To promote and coordinate the development of Laboratory 
   Animal Science throughout the world and as a matter of 
   priority in developing countries;  
• To promote international collaboration in Laboratory Animal 
   Science;  
• To promote quality definition and monitoring of Laboratory 
   Animals;  
• To collect and disseminate information on Laboratory Animal 
   Science;  
• To promote world-wide harmonization in the care and use of 
   laboratory animals;  
• To promote the humane use of animals in research through 
   recognition of ethical principles and scientific responsibilities;  
• To promote the ‘3R’ Principles 

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Scientific Meetings 

Every 4 years, along with the General Assembly 
In conjunction with other associations 
 
  - Seattle 2003 – AALAS 
 - Como 2007 – FELASA, AISAL 
 - Istanbul 2011 – LASA Turkey 
  
 - Montreal 2015 - CALAS 

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Governing Board meetings and 
annual General Assembly 

Every year, at one of the big meetings in each region: 
Las 4 years: 
 
  - 2011 – AALAS San Diego  
 - 2012 –  AFLAS Bangkok 
 - 2013 – FELASA Barcelona 
 - 2014 – ACCMAL FESSACAL Costa Rica 
  

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Regional Programs 

Regional committees to promote meetings,  
fellowships, travel awards 
 
  - Africa 
 - Americas 
 - Asia 
 - Australia & New Zealand 
 - Europe 

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Regional Programs 

All members of the Region are part of the ICLAS 
Regional Committee 
 
This is the most powerful instrument to develop 
actions at a regional level. 
Every year allocated budget for each region 
 
Examples: support to the organization of 
meetings, courses, scholarships 
 

www.iclas.org 
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ICLAS’s role in training 

Provide funding and support 

The proposal must have more than a local 
perspective 

For instance:  
A plan for several years, 

Several institutions 

Other sources of funding 

The proposal must be presented and supported by 
an ICLAS member  

 

 

 

 



ICLAS Scholarship Program for 
Veterinarians in Laboratory Animal Science 
and Medicine 

Up to 6,000 € scholarship for veterinarians to follow formal 
training 
 
 The program must:  
• be affiliated with a formal institution of higher learning 
(university, veterinary college, training institute);  
• have an on-line/modular education format; 
• require only a limited time spent physically at the institution 
offering the program; 
• Compatible with a full time job  

 

www.iclas.org 
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Supported by 
IACLAM 
ACLAM 
AAALAC International 
CALAS (Canada) 
AALAS 
ECLAM 
July 2015 : First awardee  

We need sponsors and candidates  
Next call December 2014 (if we get 
funding) 

www.iclas.org 



Ethics and animal welfare committee 

 

Guidelines for researchers  
Guidelines for editors and reviewers 
 
Objective: to promote the responsible 
use of animals and the highest ethical 
principles 

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Harmonization of Guidelines 

- Harmonization of Animal Care and Use Guidance  (Science 2006) 
 
- International harmonization of the ethical review of proposals  
  for the use of animals (www.iclas.org) 
 
- International harmonization of the education an training of 
  animal users in science (www.iclas.org)  
 
- International Guidance concerning the production, care and use 
  of genetically-altered animals  
 

 

www.iclas.org 









ICLAS Animal Quality Network 

Established in 2006 as a joint initiative of ICLAS and 
laboratories involved in the health and/or genetic 
monitoring of laboratory animals. 
 
 - improve the quality of animals used in  
   research; 
 - raise awareness of the importance of high  
   quality laboratory animals among the 
              scientific community. 

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Animal Quality Network 

www.iclas.org 

Network Current  Members 

Naoko Kagiyama (ICLAS Vice-

president) 
Central Institute for Experimental Animals, Japan 

William Shek Charles River Laboratories (RADS),USA 

Werner Nicklas German Cancer Research Center, Germany 

Hideki Katoh 
Institute for Experimental Animals, Hamamatsu University School of 

Medicine, Japan 

Esther Schoondermark van de 

Ven 
QM Diagnostics, Radboud University, Netherlands 

Lela K. Riley Research Animal Diagnostic Laboratory, RADIL-IDEXX, USA 

Ana Perez Taconic, USA 

Jim Fahey The Jackson Laboratory, USA 

Nobuhito Hayashimoto Central Institute for Experimental Animals, Japan 

Patri Vergara, (Chair &ICLAS 

President) 
Veterinary Faculty, Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona,  Spain 



ICLAS Animal Quality Network 

Health Monitoring 
 
Genetic Monitoring 

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Animal Quality Network 

Performance Evaluation Program for 
Diagnostic Laboratories (PEP)  
 
 Established in 2007: program designed to 
 enable diagnostic laboratories worldwide to 
 monitor the sensitivity and specificity of their 
 health monitoring assays. 
 
 Any laboratory can participate. 

www.iclas.org 



Performance Evaluation Program for 
Diagnostic Laboratories (PEP) 
Process  
 
  

• Serum and microbiological specimens are prepared and 
confirmed by Network laboratories.  

• Specimens sent to Distribution Center (Universidad 
Autonoma Barcelona, Spain ) 

• Specimens are sent as unknown samples to subscribing 
participating laboratories for analysis, which enables 
them to self-asses their diagnostic performance.  

• The program is one of self assessment - participating 
laboratories are not required to submit any reports of 
their results to ICLAS or any other agency.  

 

www.iclas.org 



Performance Evaluation Program for 
Diagnostic Laboratories (PEP)  
 
  
Benefits 

 
 1. Improved Diagnostic Performance: use of a scientifically 
     robust program to help diagnostic labs monitor sensitivity and 
     specificity of their health monitoring assays. 
 
2. Support and advice: access to expert help and advice from  
     Network Laboratories. 
  
3. Quality assurance: enables participating labs to implement a 
     QA program  
 
4. Improvement of  animal quality: participating labs  contribute 
    to the improvement of animal quality in research institutions 

 

www.iclas.org 





Performance Evaluation Program for Diagnostic Laboratories (PEP) 

2013 Participating Laboratories   

www.iclas.org 

• National Laboratory Animal Center

• Central Institute for Exp. Animals (CIEA) 
• Charles River Laboratories (RADS)

• Guangdong Laboratory Animals 
Monitoring Institute 

• Division of Laboratory Animal 
Monitoring, NIFDC, China

• Model Animal Research Center (MARC), 
Nanjing University, China

• Laboratory Animal Monitoring Center, 
Chin Ac of Science, China

• Cerberus Sciences
• ComPath, Australia

• Biomedical Diagnostics, Germany
• Charles River Laboratories (RADS), France
• German Cancer Research Center, Germany
• QM Diagnostics, the Netherlands
• Harlan Laboratories UK
• Harlan Laboratories SRL, Italy
• AnLab Ltd, Czech Republic
• GIM Gesellschaft für innovative 

Mikroökologie mbH
• GVG Diagnostics GmbH

..
. ..
.

.

.

• Charles River Laboratories (RADS)
• RADIL-IDEXX, Missouri
• Taconic Health Diagnostic Laboratory
• The Jackson Laboratory
• University of Miami-Comp. Path. Lab
• XpressBio, Maryland, USA

• CEMIB, Brazil

.
• NLAC, Mahidol University, Thailand 



ICLAS Animal Quality Network 

Genetic Quality Monitoring Program (GQMP)  
Identified needs: 
•to address how to increase awareness of the 
problem 
•to provide training to improve the knowledge of 
genetic and phenotype characteristics of the main 
rodents strains and finally,  
•to provide tools to perform genetic monitoring in 
an effective way.  

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Animal Quality Network 

Genetic Quality Monitoring Program (GQMP)  
 
Focus:  
 
genetic monitoring of rodents (mice and rats), both 
inbred and outbred (or closed colony animals) 
 

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Animal Quality Network 

Genetic Quality Monitoring Program (GQMP)  
Actions: Workshops, Seminars, Presentations 
 
ICLAS LAQ Network offers to organize workshop, 
sessions etc. at any scientific congress program  
 
  

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Animal Quality Network 

Genetic Quality Monitoring Program (GQMP)  
Actions: Publications to promote awareness 
  

www.iclas.org 

Fahey JR, Katoh H, 
Malcolm R, Perez AV. 
The case for genetic 
monitoring of mice and 
rats used in biomedical 
research. 
Mamm Genome. 2013 
Apr;24(3-4):89-94.  



ICLAS Animal Quality Network 

Genetic Quality Monitoring Program (GQMP)  
Future Plans: 
 
Specialized training 
 At Network members institutions 
 
  

www.iclas.org 



ICLAS Animal Quality Network 
Genetic Quality Monitoring Program (GQMP)  
Future Plans: 
Development of a self assessment Genetic Quality 
Program 
Steps: 
 Collection of main mice and rat inbred strains 
 Isolation of DNA 
 DNA characterisation by Network labs 
 DNA bank 
 DNA sent on request to subscribing 
 institutions  

www.iclas.org 



Summary 
ICLAS membership allows participation in 
Americas Regional Committee: 
 Define priorities 
 Support Education & Training 
 
Laboratories and Institutions: 
 
 Institutional members of ICLAS 
 
 Participating laboratories in PEP and other 
 ICLAS programs  

www.iclas.org 



Thank you  
 
ICLAS web page: 
  www.iclas.org 
 
Contact: 
 
 information@iclas.org 
 
 patri.vergara@uab.es  

www.iclas.org 


